
Fall 2025 Change Grant Recipients
UConn Co-op Legacy Fellowship Program

Born out of the UConn Co-op’s commitment to public engagement, innovative 
entrepreneurship, and active mentorship, the UConn Co-op Legacy Fellowship —

Change Grants provide undergraduates the opportunity to pursue student-designed 
or student-led projects that represent the legacy of the UConn Co-op, including 

service initiatives, advocacy, creative endeavors, engaged research, and 
social entrepreneurship. 

ugradresearch.uconn.edu/change

Empowering Sustainable Family Nutrition
   Sara Clokey ’26, Applied Data Analysis, CLAS; Communication, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Justin Evanovich, Educational Leadership

The Cultural Blind Spot Podcast on Religion, Culture, and Healthcare
   Hailey DeWalt ’26, Molecular & Cell Biology, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Crystal Park, Psychological Sciences

Foster Care to Campus Care
   Charisma Farrington ’26, Psychological Sciences, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Eric Rice, Music

Empowering Early Adolescents Through Menstrual Education in Connecticut
   Mishael Gill ’27, Molecular & Cell Biology, CLAS
   Mentor: M. Mick Powell, Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies

Bridging the Gap: A Pilot Program in Transportation Equity and Resource Empowerment
   Charli Hughes ’28, Computer Science, ENG; Molecular & Cell Biology, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Nathaniel Rickles, Pharmacy

Smiles for All: Empowering Families Through Oral Hygiene Emphasis and Availability
   Melody Kettle ’28, Nutritional Sciences, CAHNR; Molecular & Cell Biology, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Anne Kim, Honors Program

Autism-Informed Menstrual Education: Creating a Sensory Friendly Program
   Elizabeth Ly ’26, Allied Health Sciences, CAHNR
   Mentor: Dr. Tara Lutz, Public Health Sciences

Home Away From Home: Building the Stamford Commuter Experience
   Ceylon Siriwardene ’27, Human Development & Family Sciences, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Laura Bunyan, Sociology
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2026 Rare Disease Day Symposium at Storrs 
   Anthony Zuo ’27, Physiology & Neurobiology, CLAS; Molecular & Cell Biology, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Benjamin Sinder, Orthopedic Surgery

Student Health Literacy Conference
   Andrei Abarientos ’26, Pathobiology, CAHNR; Sociology, CLAS
   Chloe Lu ’28, Physiology & Neurobiology, CLAS
   Alana Modi ’28, Physiology & Neurobiology, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Anton Alerte, Pediatrics

Silent Pillars: Recognizing the Hands That Hold UConn Together
   Ricardo Andrade ’28, Allied Health Sciences, CAHNR
   Pierrette Lusamba Cisasayi ’28, Physiology & Neurobiology, CLAS
   Tanisha Varkala ’28, Molecular & Cell Biology, CLAS
   Mentor: Dr. Jaci Van Heest, Educational Psychology

Living Learning Lab: Water Flow and Filter Prototype
   Eveleen Jiang ’26, Landscape Architecture, CAHNR
   Lauren Marze ’28, Environmental Engineering, ENG
   Simba Zhang ’26, Landscape Architecture, CAHNR
   Mentors: Dr. Mariana Fragomeni and Dr. Mia Maltz, Plant Science & Landscape Architecture

Building Agency in Connecticut’s Kids (BACK)
   Sugita Mahendarkar ’27, Physiology & Neurobiology, CLAS
   Ira Sunderraj ’26, Allied Health Sciences, CAHNR
   Mentor: Cassandra Setzler, Student Health and Wellness (SHaW)


