
Effects of Racism on Education and Teaching Reading In the 18th Century 
Alyssa Brostek   

Professor Sommers CLAS | English Department  

Reading and education are closely linked and the first 
record of physical teaching began with teaching reading 
to students. As anyone can imagine, the ability to read is 
at the foundation of any education as it serves as a base 
to read any other subject and advance a student’s 
education career. In this research project, we researched 
the beginnings of literature education from the 18th 
century specifically to the 21st century, researching 
different methods of teaching and the effects of racism. 
With this project it is important to understand the 
beginning of education and the effects racism had on 
documenting education in the 18th century. I’ll discuss 
the research and the ways we can use the information to 
educate in the 21st century and teach reading! 
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Education is important for everyone and everyone 
learns in a different way. A lot of teachings were 
carried from the early centuries like the 18th 
century to continue education. A lots of records of 
education in the 18th century were from mainly 
white individuals that recorded information to 
further their race adgenda to change history in 
their favor. Using research in literature and 
finding the truth in the sources can teach the 
connection of racism and education from the 18th 
century to the 21st century. It is important to 
discuss this research to allow for education about 
the way reading was taught. 

What Can We Learn From This

There are a lot of advances in education and 
teaching since the 18th century, but there are still 
a lot of themes from that time that teachers use in 
the 21st century. They used religion to teach 
reading in the 18th century and taught students to 
give speeches based on the religion they read, that 
is still similar in the 21st century with students 
that learn in church, but the main way reading is 
taught in early ages is from books and alphabet. 
Teachers use technology and books to allow 
children to learn about a lot of subjects. 

Teaching Reading in 21st Century

I’d like to acknowledge Dr. Sommers, as she allowed me to 
begin my research career with her and her project! I enjoyed 
and learned a lot from this apprenticeship and found ways to 
research different studies like literature. This was an important 
project with important ideas and I’d love to share any other 
information about the project by email! Thank you! 
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The two pictures are screenshots of the type of articles we viewed and researched for this project, one is a first 
hand account recorded by a school explaining the ways they taught reading and the demographics and individuals 
that learned reading, this source was from the New York Female Union Society. The second is linked in references 
and is an article about specific history of the movement for education in the 18th century, this article was about the 
way African American’s were treated in the education system and the history of that. 
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Annotations

For research on literature, we first identify what connections and themes are important to the research and what we 
are highlighting in the article. In this specific article we are searching for themes of teaching reading specifically 
and racism in the way the information was recorded. The highlighted parts describe the state of the children, the 
way they were taught, and the demographic of the students. In the articles we research, we annotate parts of the 
article that only discuss one group of individual’s, the way they describe and record information about that group, 
and the connection to the way they discuss teaching with that group. In the 18th century there were a lot of records 
of groups of minorities teaching and educating in schools, but the way they were described is what we annotate 
because it gives connection to the effect of racism on the way information from the 18th century was recorded and 
the different ways they taught reading.  

New York Female Union Society Research

For the research, it is not like a scientific project with 
methods and results, but research in literature, using 
annotations and documents that hold important 
information if you evaluate the readings and connect 
different themes with what the document is about. For 
my specific research on the project I read several 
sources from secondary to primary accounts that 
identified racism and teaching reading in the education 
system. Some documents included dates that explained 
teachers and accounts from the 18th century, other 
documents described the way reading was taught, and 
several documents talked about racism in the 18th 
century relating to education. In this poster I’ll 
demonstrate two sources, one that is a first hand 
account and the way they recorded their view on 
education and teaching, and a second source that is an 
example of annotations and connections from the 
readings. This is to demonstrate the way we research 
literature. 
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